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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE PORT OF NEMOURS 


^Comment: The increasing importance of the Algerian 
port of Nemours has enlivened interest in current plana for 
its development * The Oran daily newspaper L/Echod* Oran , 
on 28 and 29 August 1952, discussed the present and potential 
activity of the port and gave some details of the plans for 
its alteration and enlargement. A summaiy of the articles 
follows oj 


. ,, t0 exp£md the capacity of the pnrt of Nemours was put forth 

*he Nort ^ African Conference of 1928 . It was formally adopted on 2 March 
n 1 interniinisterial commission, which entrusted the execution of the 

pian to Algeria and French Morocco, since the port would be used for exports 
from both of these countries . 


Ey 1931* a decision had likewise been reached to construct a standard- 
gauge railroad from Zouj el Beghel to Nemours, a line which was supposed to 
^ fou * dation for th * projected trans Sahara railroad. The line, opened 

in 193 o, started a flovi of products toward Nemours which gave the port an 
ever-increasing importance. These products included lead from Touissit, alfa 
grass from the High Plateaus between Berguent and Bouarfa, manganese from 
Bouarfa, and live sheep from south of Oujda ana the Guercif region. 


By 1937, the exports shipped through Nemours amounted to 200,000 tons 
per year, as compared ^to 50,000 tons before the line was openea. With the 
exception of the war years, the port's commerce kept increasing since 19V7 
as shown by the following table: ** * 
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Year 


Export tonnage No of* Ships Cleared 

1937 


200,000 

— 

19 46 


260,000 

175 

1947 


315,000 

180 

1948 


332,000 

237 

1949 


442,000 

377 

1950 


465,000 

435 

1951 


675,000 



Exports in 1951 included the followings 205 >000 tons of anthracite from 
Djerada, 105,000 tons of coal from Kenadza, 90,000 tons of manganese, 49,000 tons 
of lead, 39,000 tons of zinc, 55,000 tons of clay, and 45,000 tons of alfa grass, 
(It should "be noted that the exports of sheep through the port, which in 1939 
amounted to 165,000 head, have since decreased sharply, owing to the droughts of 

1945 - 1947.) 

The mines of eastern Morocco are being fully developed r These include 
the lead mines of Boubeker and Toussib and the anthracite beds of Djerada 
(expected to yield 500,000 tons in 1952 , 600,000 in 1953, and eventually, an 
annual, output of one million tons)* Alfa grass exports are increasing as a 
result of new cultivation being made possible by irrigation. The following 
two areas are to be irrigated in the near future: 12,000 hectares of the 
Mamia Plain in Algeria --by means of the Beni Bahdel darn on the Tafna River; 
and 40,000 hectares of the Beni Snassene Bain . — by means of the waters of the 
Moulouya River, diverted at a point 80 kilometers from the mouth of the river. 
Nemours, as the nearest port, would b* the natural outlet for the future prod- 
ucts of these vast areas. 

Perhaps closer in the future than is generally believed lies the possibility 
of an industrial combine to utilize the ore deposits known to exist in the south 
of the Department of Oran. Such an enterprise would have available the coal and 
water of that region. The mines there are getting more equipment and assur- 
ances of further assistance from the government (France and Algeria) for future 
operations. Again, Nemours would handle the exports from the region, via the 
Mediterranean -Niger railroad. Furthermore , with the extension southward of this 
railroad beyond it6 present terminus at Abadla and the subsequent facilitation 
of new mining and agricultural projects, their production would most easily be 
handled by Nemours. 

Although Nemours is already one of the most important fishing ports in 
Algeria, its expansion as such is hampered by many factors. Insufficient 
berthing space; a limited water area, which lead3 to congestion of port traffic; 
not enough platform area foi* drying fish nets; and a lack of cold-storage 
facilities are some of the impediments to its expansion. At present, about 100 
fishing boats use the port and bring in some 4 million kilograms of fish 
annually for immediate consumption or for processing in the port's 15 salt- 
ing sheds and four canning factories. With improvements, the port could ac- 
commodate more ships and double the tunnugc of fish caught, for the surrounding 
waters are well stocked. 
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interest in this nort tL? h faCtS ' 11 is not prising to note the 

seeing to that , has teen manifested for the past 20 years by those 

by th^Frene^Mn ^ ” ar0Und the "serian -Moroccan border, especially 

^.srs” ejs^is ss sasvssirssa 

m «» n~“». fvis’i^s”s»ni;«sss of°s°ss" 

+l ,- 675,000 tons was exported through Nemours in 1951 , Act uall y 

the plan of development called for the handling of about SOO 000 t™. ' 

V £Tof ship^and^storage^o^merchandis^wer^parti c^ar?y°diff ic^fto^ 5 d ° Ck ' 
is becoming'more e^ensivefif ll^out'iHueh'a^y^t^ 6qUipraent ' Wh . lch 
prolonged. This in tnm ^ 0 „n . ° and the layovers are unnecessarily 

It in h,eh * r a “ kl " e «■"«“ «*> *-« y - 

d en th^rnvo™' 1 ^*, stems from the cramped conditions: the water area of 9-meter 

statu^ eXpeCted t0 Undertake 0:1 increase in traffic in its present 

tons , 8 J^1£^ ( ^^r ! 2L C S? **'*»'«> 

the d e^t rtln 8 At th nrese Z °r l f R1Ver thrOUgh the hil1 ’^ieh d^n^es nh^refon 

tons) to' meet the ' h ° weve r’ the capacity can be doubled (raised to 1,500,000 

2’Si^ 

iSLsrcs^s 
2-22HM s:r» 

rw^’/p? terreplein, and its projection into the small basin; lengthening the 
Central Pier; constructing a North Pier; and constructing a haulin” slin ®The 
cost of these changes is estimated at 1,500,000,000 francs. ' ° F ' 

The following changes come under the heading of extension of the sort 
westwara: lengthening the breakwater 2 5 0 meters westward, constructing a ietty 
_ . an . pr ° Jectin * f rom _7 the breakwater, eliminating the present West Jettv 
and constructing a new one, widening the pier used for loading ore 

!L”f w ” eat Pler , and dredging to deepen the port to at least "iP meters° The 8 
cost of these projects is estimated at more than 2,500,000,000 francs. 
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of J?* this .plan will entail many difficulties at the start because 

Have h bae^n++»n^+' S1 ^ ax f d condition of the port. To mitigate the problem, there 
of lD ? r0Ve the loadin G equipment; in particular, the Chamber 

•fwin^f n +r :e of 0r “ has t,een authorized to contract for a loan of 17 million 
o^^°s? C ^ re nCW P et roleum-electrlc^ieeel-electri£ cranes for the port 


, . ^ :tB y er ^ Hhely, however, that the increase in traffic will alwavs oufc- 

“he Saw nFZZT* iV*® P ° rt ' 8 facllities ‘ Nemours , the n^rest port t 
uetJ \ t ? e Fr ! n = h Sudan > is Satined to receive the agricultural prod- 

P1 tt 0f the p i, a ^" 8 of Mamia and Berkane and the coal and ore of the Abadla- 

1116 vast economic potential of these regions ^ng 
port^their or£dueta°to S ^ ^ exi8 tence of roads and railrcids to trans- 

fully i« “• *> 
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